
FEW NOTES ON TWO PLACENAMES OF GETIC ORIGIN
IN PROCOPIUS. DE AEDIFICilS

De Aediftciis is a very important sourc€ for histo-
ry, historical geography and linguistics. Sevoral studies
were writton about, but many questions aro still obscure
and disputed. We tried in tie following pages to clariff
some of them.

l .  A l th ta

A minor toponym in Dobrudja, which was often
ru,sed as a proof for the Romanian continuity in this region,
is Oltina (a lake and a village in the southwastern comcr
ol'Dobrud.ja, on the right bank of thc Danube). It-s origin
lionr tlrc R('lrran namc Altina is certain, cvcn if some
scholars thought lhat in this evolrrtion was involvcd a
Slavic intermediary tbrnrl. The Roman Altinun was
locatcd on that vcry placc. We arc absolutely certain,
bocause the sourcc is one of lhe bosl Notitia Drgnital n
Orientis(XL.28). The position of this fort in the list (aftor
Durostorun and Cimbrianac and at the cnd of the
province Moesia Secunda) nrakc certain thc location in
thc present-day village Oltina (the Roman name was
inherited by the noarby lake Oltina).

In tlrc 4r[ canLluu;iy, Altinun was the garrison of
ntililes nauclarii Allinease.r. The turf fort placcd 2,.5 km
north of lho villagc is 190 x 80 m. lt vr'ils not systolnatical-
Iy excavated until now2. At Dinogetia wero fornd several
brick stamps with the inscription Altina, produced during
the Anastasius' rcign in the workshops uncovor€d at
Oltinas. This confirms the name of the fortre.ss in the 6lh
ccntwy Altina and not Altinun. Altinun was the official
Irlinizcd nnnrc rrscdin Noritia Dignilalunta. Allina secns
to bc a Getic placenane €nded with -rha5. Acording to
another vicwpoint, lhe name Altina I Altinunt is Celtic
(because it has analogios in Pannonia and northem ltaly)6.
Evcn so, thq Getic inhabitanLs cvsntually inheritcd tho
placenanre from Celts.

Procopius recorded the popular form Altina in two
prrssagcs ol'lris work. A ftrrtlcl namcd ALina (Al"t1vo)
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appears in the list of the small fortresses located in
Scythia, b€tween Becis and Manrovalle (De Aed. IV . Ll.
20). The position in thc list is not significant for the real
location, because the order hansmittod by Procopius wls
vcry biasod in this section of his work. A derivod form,
Altinon ("A)trrytdv), is mcntioned in Dc Aod. lY. 7. 9,
but in a cf il'lbrcnt pl.rcc of that ol' Notitiq Dignilalunt
namcly between Transmarisca and Candidiana. Despito
this dissimilarity, Procopius was often used as a second
sourco for the Roman fort of OltinaT.

As 'it is known, Transmarisca is Tutrakan
(Turtucaia) and Candidiana is cerlrinly locatcd at MalSk
Proslavcc (former Cadichioi) wherc a Roman fort dated
bchvcon tho 3lh-6lh ccnturies was partially investigated8.
The traces ofthe Altinon fort mentioned in IV. 7. 9 should
be tracked down bstwc.en Tutrakan and Maldk Preslavec,
if Procopius was righte. A fortress of l80xl22 m. was
observed by K, Skorpil at Dolno Rjachovo (point Kalelo,
on the Danubc's bank), but it was not archacologically
investigated. Tho pottcry and 0rc coins found at lho surface
date bstwoon lst and 41h ccnturies A.D.lo ILs location is
suitable for Altinon, but the few known data are suggest-
ing an earlier date. Noflring is known about the small fort
of Po-iarevo, locatcd betwecn Tutrakan and Dolno
t ( tac l lovo.  ' .

M. Penin-Flenry (not based on archaeological evi-
dences!) supposed that there was a single fort Altina,
located in the proximity of Transmarisca and not at
Oltina. The autior belicves that the present-day name
Oltenila (in front of Transmarisca-Tutrakan) inherits the
nirmc Altinat2, Wc could bo ccrtain that Oltcnils l:las no
relation wilh AJtina, because the original name of this city
was Otelnila (of Bulgarian origin)ll. Tlr.e name Oltina
from Dobrudja was prcserved because of tho lake 'inherit-

cd it. Thc position of Altina bcfore Tigra, Skcdeva and
Novas is considered by M. Perrin-Henry as an impodant
proof for the location downstream of Tigra (today,
Martcn, ca-\t ofRussc). In fact, thc Procopius'list in IV. I I
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is very conf'use. Altina, Tigra and Skedeva are placed in
Scythia, not in Moesia, together with Trosmis, Callatis
and other cities from Scythia, but also together with
Abrittos and Novae which certainly bclongcd to Moesia
Secunda. Thereforc, this list is irrelcvant for the location
of Altina near Transmarisca.

One could think that Procopius made a confirsion,
moving Altina into a wrong place within the sector
Transmarisca-Sucidava. It seems quite likely. Howwer, it
secms that thsre is no mistake in this passago. The inter-
pretation proposed by A. Aricescu in two studies pub
lished in 1970 and 1972 might give tho solution. He con-
sidered t}at the passagc in IV. 7. 9 was wrongly rmder-
stood. The text involved is the following: petri 6C
Tgcopcgiorcv Equpd te t6'Altqvov, ral 6nee
Kdl"o0or Kcv6rirrivo ra0nenF€vov 1969 critrov
:rol"eptov *olk[ :rg6tegov Aricescu translatcd it in a
diftbrent way "after Transmarisca, the tower of the
Altinon, whiclr is also named Candidiana, destroyed by
the cnenries long time ago". That mearx that the restora-
tion of the fort was carricd out tlrough the work of the
soldiers from Altinum (i.e. the fortress from the south-
western Dobrudja)la. On tho other hand the tsanslation of
Egupri as "tower" is not correct. Procopius used migTo
fbr "tower"; tiqupd is used for small fort (castella).
Except this, Aricoscu renders exactly the meaning. The
form 'Al,tr1r,6v is indeed a plural genitive of 'Atrtwo

which msans "the fortlet of the men from Altina". The
word Epupri is a singular noun matching only with,
ALrnv6v and not with Kcvbt6uivc.

The scarcity of the investigations caniod out at
Maltrk Preslavoc hinder any attempt of identification of a
6rh century building phase. For thc time being, we could
not be certain about a reconstruction made during
.hrslinian'rcign.

However, it s€ems that a fort named Aliina did not
exisl betwcen Trarlsmarisca and Candidiana. The passage
frnm De Aed.lV. 7. 9. was wrongly understood, The real
Allina was located at tlrc oastorn cnd of Moesia Sectmda,
in th€ pres€nt-day village Oltina. T'he name Altinun is a
Latinized form of the Getic (Celtic ?) name Altina.

2. Ibida

In sevcral studies, A. Aricescu proposed the conec-
tion of lhe name Ibida in Procopius (De Ad.lV. 7' 19) in
Libida or prhaos Libidirnrs. He made the remark that the

discord berween to0tov (instead of tof'to) and 6Xn€opa
(sc. lllmetum) could be explained if v is a letter which
belonged to the real name of Ibida. This l€ter could be I
confounded wilh v. Ibida is usually located at Slava Rrsd,
Tulcca County. Fcw archaeological investigations wcre
carried out in lhis bg town of24 ba in surfacol6.'llre Damc
Ibida b r'c�t attcst€d by othor sourccs, but scaording to
Aricescu, this po,fib is the same with tha cny (polis) of
Libidim rmfrsned by Theophylactus Simocstta (1. 8. 6).
The idea was accepted by many hisiorians, €xc€pt Em.
Dorufiu-Boildl?, who denied the location of the forheis
recorded @ Theoptylacur in Dobrudja and, as a conse-
quence, she sustainod tfut lhe tue name is that one known
from Procopius. She also denied the restitution of tho
inscription of Quintu Marciu Quadrahrs found at Slava
Rus6. Aricescu propsed na(ts) Lib(idae), but it seems
that the real rmme was Libicus or Lihamts 18. The inscrip-
tion is indeed a woak argument. The idea expressed by
Aricescu is mainly based on Theophylachrs.

The 7th cenhrry writer showed how Bookolabras, a
"Scythian man" who was a shaman (which is in fact the
translation of the narne Bookolabns) was a refugee in the
Byzantine Empire because he had an affair with ono of
tho khagan wives. A Roman commander capturod him
after he crosscd the Danube airning to go to the city of
Libidinon (&tl tlv ArS6w6v r.dLr.v geg6pewg). Nexg
Bookolabras was sent to Constantinople. The Avars start-
ed the war beause they intErpreted this action as an asy-
lum accorded to an enemy of their ruler, This new inva-
sion that hit southem Dobndja is dated most probable in
58619. The refuge of Bookolabras in the Rornan Ernpire
(without other details) was also recorded by Monandor
Protecior, frg. 66 (his name is not mentioned, but the
sourco said that the rcfugee had adultery relations with
Baian's wifo)20. It should bo r€marked that Menander,
unlike Thoophylactos recordcd this avent in relation with
the surrender of Sirmium (582). Although fragmentary
preserved, tle book ofMenander is very important for the
Byzantine-Barbarian relations during Justinus II and
Tiberius lI. If his relation concems the same fugitive
(Bookolabras), then wc must conect the date resulred
from Theophylactus. The latter wrote half s cenhry after
the evonts and - as it is known - his clronology of the
Byzantine-Avar wars is not v€ry clear.

We agree with Dorufiu-Boild who assumed that
only the context of this passage would to resolve the prob-
lem. We also agree that Aricescu was wrong when he
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considerql Bookolabras a man from Scythia Minor. It is
clear that in Theophylactus' mind, S@ioa means "Hun",

as ho explained few lines below: the kinsmen of
Bookolabras are tle Huns (also named Turks), setded in
East, near t}le Persians.

Dorutiu-Boili asserta that Libidinon concems the
inhabitanto of Libidurgos (a nam€ that she supposed to
have been a mlstaken forrt for Libi&krgon). This is a
fortress recorded by the same Theophylactus Simocatta
(ll. 15. 3), in the relation of the battle lost by Comentiolus
in 587. Libidurgon and the nearby Calvomun0eis (att€sted
only by this source) were hypothetically located near
Kable5kovo (Burgas cormty), on the road from Marcia-
nopolis tos Anchialos2l. The origin of this name is not
certain. lt is possible a derivation from Livii burgusn.

According to Dorutiu-BoiH, Bookolabras had in
view to reach Constantinoplc. This seems very puzzling.
If he want to go at his Asiatic kinsmen, he had no need to
go tuough Moesia Sccunda and Tluace and to reach the
capital city.

Tho idcntification proposed by Dorufiu-Boili is
lhorclirro irn;rcssiblc, First, lhe ahnost unknown fortrcss
l-ibirlrrrgon cortld nol bc a polis, {s lho sourco stnlos.
Second. [|lre namc Libidinon could not be derivod from

Libid(ob)ryn.Thfr, thc placenamas ended wtth -diu arc
specific only for Scythia and for the northea"stem part of
Moesia Secunda and not for tho southem Thracian ares.

In fact, the circumstances are not oppos€d to
Ariccscu's idea. Bookolabras cros6ed thc Danube in
Dobrudja, because this nras the shortest way towards the
Eurasian steppe. It is possible that hc want to reash
Crimea, whcre a Tilrkic and Utigur domination was cstab.
lished since 576 (in the Bosporan Ker6)23. The Turks
were the old enemies of thc Avars. Bookolabras wished
p€rhaps !o take a short refuge in the big city Libidiria,
before to go away (perhaps by sea). The location of
Libidina in Dobrudja is admited in the most rec€nt mono-
graph on Theophylactrs as sourc€ for the Byzantine-Avar
wars24, The source specified that the commandor who
defended the Danube capbred Bookolabras, This makes
morc probable the location of Libidina in Dobrudja.

The events are dated after 578 wh€n the Avars
extcnded thcir domination over Wallachia25 and this
could explain why Bookolabras succeeded to quickly
cross tho river in Dobrudja.

ln conclusion, thc idea expressed by A. Aricescu is
still vafid. Tfrc form Libidilra s{€nrs lo ba the true ono.
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